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Telephone:  206-719-2117 
Electronic mail:  awagonfeld@gmail.com 

 
 

Burning desire to be or do something gives us staying power – a reason to get up every 
morning or to pick ourselves up and start in again after a disappointment ~ Marsha Sinetar 

 
Spotlight Skill:  Highly effective negotiator with an ability to read people and translate 
information into desirable commodities for the listener.   
 
Objective: To leverage my passion for sports into a career that enables me to channel my 
energy and enthusiasm into productivity. 
 
Current Position:  Sports MBA Candidate at San Diego State University with projected 
graduation date of June, 2016.   
 
Professional Experience: I dedicated the last twelve years to the ethical and effective 
representation of individuals from all walks of life charged with criminal offenses.  One of 
the most significant and rewarding aspects of my career has been working with youthful 
offenders and establishing a rapport with young people and their families when their futures 
are at risk.  I particularly excel in the realm of negotiation, providing prosecutors and law 
enforcement personnel with critical information to ensure the best possible outcome for any 
client.  A critical piece of representing anyone charged with a criminal offense, particularly 
young people, is mitigating the damage to their future through education, training, and 
referrals to rehabilitative programs when appropriate. 
 

Employment History 
 
 

Law Offices of Michele Shaw                                                2003 Western Ave. Suite 330 
Associate Attorney            Seattle, WA 98212 
October 2010 through January 2014                                         Telephone: (206) 448-9612 
 
The Law Offices of Michele Shaw is a boutique firm established in 1989.  Ms. Shaw 
specializes in providing legal representation for individuals charged with criminal offenses. 
The intimate nature of the firm requires a cooperative, team approach to ensure every client 
received the most effective and conscientious representation possible.  As an associate my 
contributions to the firm have included the following: 

 Court appearances at the Federal, Superior, Misdemeanor, and Juvenile Court 
levels throughout Washington. 

 Researching and drafting legal motions evaluating the legal rights of clients and 
mechanisms available to afford relief.  Specifically; operation of Federal Statutes 
requiring minimum prison terms, evaluation of classification of crimes from other 
states, formulation of strategies to minimize the impact of criminal charges. 

 Collaborating with medical experts and review of medical materials to evaluate 
injuries and determine if alternative explanations are feasible to establish a client’s 
defense. 

 Interviewing clients and educating clients on the legal process, options, and 
consequences of available responses to a criminal charge. 
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Allen, Hansen & Maybrown                         One Union Square 600 University, Suite 3020 
Associate Attorney                                                                                Seattle, WA 98101 
July 2008 through October 2010                                                Telephone:  206-447-9681 
 
Allen, Hansen, and Maybrown is a premier criminal defense firm with a focus on trial work.  
This highly regarded firm has represented politicians, law enforcement officers, and medical 
professionals charged with high profile criminal offenses.  The attorneys and staff focus on 
providing exceptional representation for every client with consideration of the impact media 
attention has on the lives of clients, their families, and the prospective jurors in each case.  
As an associate my contributions included the following: 
 

 Litigation of criminal offenses in all jurisdictions including investigations and 
advocating for clients to prevent the filing of charges through trial preparation and 
representation during trial. 

 Responsible for working with and advising investigators and support staff. 

 Elements of responsibility to clients include: evaluation of case merits, negotiation 
with opposing counsel, research and written materials in support of litigation and 
negotiation, preparation of trial strategy and materials, representation during trial, 
preparation of sentencing materials and appellate briefing. 

 
 
Northwest Defenders Association                                     1111 Third Avenue, Suite 200 
Staff Attorney                                                                                       Seattle, WA 98101 
December 2004 through June 2008                                            Telephone:  206-674-4702 
 
Northwest Defenders Association (now incorporated as part of the King County Office of 
Public Defense) is a public firm funded by the state with the purpose of providing 
representation to indigent persons charged with criminal offenses.  Attorneys represent 
persons who cannot afford to hire an attorney from charging through trial.   
 

 Responsible for managing high-volume caseload in misdemeanor, juvenile, and 
contempt of court divisions. 

 Required collaboration with agencies providing services to clientele with diverse 
backgrounds including minorities, persons with disabilities, and economically 
disadvantaged individuals. 

 Assumed responsibility for identifying areas for improvement within system 
including developing and lobbying for change in law governing suspension of 
licenses for failure to pay child support. 

 
Education 

 

 Seattle University School of Law, Cum Laude, 2002.   

 University of Washington, Bachelor of Arts, Art History, 1999. 


